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the castle of St. Angelo. The consternation in the Medici
Palace was great, especially as it was soon known that the
Signcria had assembled and were debating whether Florence
should revolt from Pope Clement and banish the Medici
family. And that might mean death, or at the least much
danger and hardship, and the palace would almost certainly
be plundered of everything by the mob (as it was), and to
what city could they go, since both Rome and all places in
the Papal dominions and in the Tuscan state would be barred
to them.

These questions Cardinal Passerini sat discussing in much
distress of mind with Ippolito and Alessandro on the iQth
May 1527, and Catherine certainly listened. And then their
deliberations were broken in upon by Catherine's capable and
loud-voiced aunt, Clarice, in the manner which we saw; and
they were bidden to depart without delay from Florence. But
not the little "Duchessina," as Catherine was called; 10 for
while the rest, with their retainers, in the utmost confusion
and terror, packed a few necessary things and made a hurried
departure by the exit at the back of the palace into the Via
de' Ginori, and while the mob, which had been for several
hours collected in the Via Larga, began to pour into and
plunder the palace, she was ordered by the Government to
remain behind, to be kept as a prisoner of the Republic, who
intended to use her as a valuable hostage in the case of future
difficulties with Pope Clement. The terror suffered by a child
of eight thus kept behind in the midst of such a scene of
confusion in order to be immured amongst strangers as a
prisoner, was naturally great; and we see what an impression
it made upon Catherine by her conduct three years later when
bidden to leave the convent of the Murate. Thus did Catherine
begin at an early age her apprenticeship to a trouble-tossed
life.

She was first sent to the convent of Ognissanti, and was
kept there for six months. Thence she was removed suddenly
by night, on the 7th December 1527, to the convent of "Le